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SPEECH

Of Hon. J. R. Fleming of Bastland
County, on the Substitute,

FUNISE—— T .

'that he s o wenlthy cltlzen of Collin
county. When he is speaking in be-
halt of the poor, he is speaking in be
halt of hlmself, beease he does not

| wanl his property taxed to support

[ poor men, 1 do not know whether |

| the nmount_of nmoney t-xgendal. ns
f well ns in other things, The seholus
| tie age eatablished in Texos under the

5 Pruvttlmm of a bill drawn by the senn-

tempted on yesterday (8 extend the

For Henate Joint Resolntion No, 2, To ' Py as mueh tax us the senator from | age, he voled against the proposition.

Bubmiit Certain Amendmentsa to

CUollin, but I am willing to pay to-

| The nge estublishied ju the different

| watda the education of nil the ¢hildron | states Is as Wllows:

Art. VII of the Btate Constitu- Ch this state without regard Lo elass, ——. ————
tion, Feh 22, 1883, hnve voted In my own town for i tax | i £
, . of filty conts upon Wy own property, n_ s |z
The senate hdving undor copsidern- | In order to scoure and maintain our ORINN e 8| %
tion sulmitutite for senate Joint resoly- Schools for more than three months. g8
tion No. 2, to sulmiit eorfaln  amend- | When senntors state that the revenne AT s %
¥ e ¥ ™ [ i " s
monts to artiele VIT of the state con- I8 doubled, aid therefore saflicient o TS - 6 1=
stitution, Mr. Fleming spid— maintain  eMeient schools, they are | Caiornis aor
Mu. PwsiossT: In offering the Wi “'k"'j-t Fhiey sny that at JESNERGIL | TR o A
amendment to fix the migimum tax (3 only 71 cents and  (hat l‘{ PR ITERR o iy 1 a
atfifteen and the mnximum tax at | Willdouble it and upon this predieate | Progian ( |4
thirly cents, I dosire to say that I proced to base the conclusion that the | 'I“‘;I‘I’HIILI l[; J_?
i e e L ) » u e i () -
think the tax should be sufficient to *¢hools being operated for three and | A0 8 1@
enanble the stite to carry on the sehools | one-halfmonths under the seven and | fown ... ” Wit J B | &
shx ionihs in the yeur, and this hav- | onebolf cents system, will be et L s TR T TN Rat i 10
ing been accomplished, I am willing | ported for seven months under the | Keatuoky | ARIHe oot 020
to nuthorize counties, localitios, dis. | Ofteen eenttax. T wish (o eall your | powsiung ..o e 18
tricts and  eommunities throughout | #ttehtion to the character of the |-|‘f:=]4- ﬂ::’;?ﬁiii el plamimsirsiuraprt A £ f 8
the state to supplement by levying n entsystom, — You' only permit ehils | GOEEIE G w0 - B
local thx by vote of the l,r,,l,,.”.‘._ulrl-lllwl\\.--ml the nges ol eight and | Michigun st | 0
holders, or by the taxing powers of [ fourteen yvears to stlend public sehivols, Ty Forrv i e i ypaioy L I
the .]|_4.['ﬁ..|_ 10 stipport the sehools four The seholastiv agg should  ermbrues | :“:::.‘m‘r;“' ' 2
maonthe longor, thus making the ses- | every ehild in the state. If you In- NOUSRBKR - vivraisiscisidorsrsssrinssssiininl - 5 | 41
slonn  extend over o petiod of fen | erease the scholustic age, 08 you Novili : e I S
months {ehould, and as T voted to do upon yes- ey _'I'r'r'.:l'.:i‘_’"‘”“ e ayhiel i T ST 0 B
Al pn:-nvul the fund fs only suMelont | terday < the senator from Travis voted New York ... _ g J 8 B
Lo mnintain the schools about three | d2ainst me—if the scholnstic age woas .\n'rihlnrulmu..... o R
anid one-hall or four montls, We hiave ! Inereased, the seven und one-linlf (ax :::"_;;o'“ Y I 1o PO A 'I' h
0 lnw upon our statute hooks which wwnllill support the schools for two Baniueylvoi i e B
i i \ it I ) : - MU (Y &
auuthorbzes cities and towns to supple.  Months ouly. Ao Inlnni |
ment the fund derived from the state |2 A6 ot agree with (he sonator from | omth Carollpa,... s
with # tix not in excess of (ily conts, Travis that the district system shonld " iis= 38 T
In the bown bnowhilel © Hyve we hpve es- | be minde the prominent fonture in oug o TR 8
talilishod this system and with the sd- | 8choolsysiom and the state mx abol- WeRE VAFRI A i & 1 f
dition of the fund arisisg from 1L we l"""'"-’ . . . Wikeonsin 0 TN {| =
e ennbied to earey on Che sehools Len A, Ferc T wish to correct you SIIONE - oiyidrforaipsbeiogs vl 0L AL
monthis in the year, We have changaol |10 corrord just such o misconeeption. | jrions L T 1 1 S W T
the seholistio gge, so o8 to allow ehile [stated theglieot hore in the consti- | fdaho:, ..., aer] B 2
dren between the ages of gix and  tbon, and hial [ was  in favor of | :.!c.m;:‘:'m ol 1 1
twenty-one vears to nttend sehool, mnd - Y g cverybody's tax into the -Inl.-‘ i ;:}‘ ; '_’_‘j’_' i S s | B }‘
I think the .inluu perfectly fensible and | tresury, ol educating everybody's | WashIngton torrilury 3 | ool
prract fowhle for the entlee state, We  ehilldr ", ‘ Wymning - ay
ought to subandt such an amendiment My, Flembog— | ame glad tha! i AVirage minimin Seliolaniio bue: b yeurs,
a8 witl onabile us to support theschools  senntor bk dortectod  the  1m= 7 monihs, 10 diys,
by & state tnx for ot least <ix monthas | préssion, | Lopim 1T will | ‘”\“\;;‘.vl'lllluull‘lll:;.\iyluum fieholistio age: 10 yenrs,
In the venr, pnd in ordor to have ten | not nwadn -"lulmul. it peopsls . nyk,
monthe sehools in loealltles it oan be Dol the woalthy  dounties shionlds g0

obisined by allowing the peaple In the
diftferent distviols to vole o tax or o
longer termn, A they do not want the
sehools they can vole them down and
still have the benefit of the six months
schooln provided for by the state tax.
The legislature of Texus hne seen prop=
o thns to provide for eilies and towns |
bt hinve rolused the priveloge to pop-
ulous and wenlthy country precinets:
and  there §8 no reason for the unjust
diserimination; Ff towns and eltios
have thik peivilege it onght alko (4 be
extonded to the country, Though the
proposed tax of fifteen cents may be
suttioient to continue the schools  six
months in the yenr on the hasis of the
present soholnstie nge, yvel as the sehal-
astie population s inereasing more |
rapidly than taxable vialues, within o |
few yenrs it will bo atterly insultciont
toomndntain the sehonls for this puriedd, |
Lam Indebted w ooy fefend the senstor
from Hood, (Mr, Traylor) for the fol
lowing statement showing thonmount
we will linve ns an aysllable school
fund, if the report of e

one  hundred
adopted §

Advalorem tnx on SO0 MK of props

OPLY . DN i)
'ail 1y Iy b 200
Wuartor of occpailon taxes..,. ., 15V N
Tritorest on bonds, .., corvere NN |

Intereat an land notes IRV

Tolinl... 4 s AL |

Amonnt per eapita from s ta 1 years
of ngee, $.00,

Now this enlealation Is based upon
the present seholastie age; bot it the |
seholustie nee I8 inerensed, as it ought
tor by 0 as to include all betweon the
ages of slx and twenty-one yesrs the
pur onpita will only be §2,25, wnd this
amount will not ~iuil1m~ ta support the
sohools  for na long o thue aw
they are now maintained.
of schools  with the scholastle age
txed ol elght a8 the mwilnivnomn and
fourteen as the maximoam is o feaud,

\

cents, we do awny with the necessity
of o minimum tax, which some €
tors think is hest, so that if we wish to
commnitttee [ conduet the schools at o tax less than |

upon this foor to do 80, T wish to say
thnt T ang o member of the Demoeratic

(hy taxcs for the benedit of the ol
e of people Tiving tn poor connti
ntid ab the same time nononnes (o
he s the felend of pubifie frce seheala

My Perrell = 1 did not ey 1hat vou
olight not to tx one county for the
henelit of nuother. T =hinply oxpressed
the apprehension hat I yon tuxed too
much you simply
dpuinst the school system,

Mre, Flemidng- It is tran you did not
Sy sodn ko muany words, bt that s
the legitimate and only conclusion
thut can be drawn from your argu-
ment. 1 voted for the smendment of-
forwd by the senator from Bexur, not
beonuse | preferved 5, but that T es-
Leemed (Cthe best next to the one of
fervil by myself,

I helteve, however, that with the ex-
ceplion that it does not tix
mum, it s o good provision.

it we shall not exceed  twonty-five

Mu. edrpuNe e 1

HC L iy be permitted o my place | LTpot every proposition (o inerense the
tax, or rather the power of the legistn
ture Lo impose a tax in excess of liteen
cents, he voted “No!

pely, and that  our lust platform
plodged us to the establishment of an
cllicient aystem of schools. 1 desipe |
to enll the attention of gentlemen (o

[
H

breal its purty  pledges,
will 1o
with dssertions,

: v the professions of the senator from
fixing the tax at fifteen oents on the! ifteen cents, there would be no con- |

delar yaluntion e | stitutional provision in the Wiy of |t

ilmtkihu i reduetion of the tax, | voled on the gquestion of inereasjug

tht
voted for L

viunes of gll other states in the unios.
I ilesire to place Texas in advance of
all other states,  The arraments of the
senntors from Travis and  Cooke indi-
cite to my mind  that they favor a

or himself is from clght to fourteen, | side, that e
! the sehools to edueate the children of | and when other semators and [ ot- | wonld not giv

l

chools,

lpﬂ&lﬂ? I.Ir.‘;ue\-:n—‘-l don't sny that .ynul
I tiust do this or th;ﬂ. or the other. 1

i e Lo wih

. i rm‘"fan?cm you do this ynﬂ.
o us 4 distrlel systen.

Mr. Fleming
explanation from the senator from
i aF " i rl

| vedle him thie distriot systen in part,
h‘nl not exvesding a term of four
months,  Not that I helieve thnt isthe
Dest systen, My own opinion is that

! burden upon the entire state would be
| ysueh Tighter than the same  burden
| placed upon distriets It relegated to
e district system, it would require
the Jevy of n tax of one per cont. to

spurcely settled countles.  Yet with o
state tux of thirty vents we would be
able to conduct the system of pubiie
sehools for tén months in the year, |
wotild be willing to see o
tnx without other qualifieations, but
there is no hope for it here. | heligve

the copstitution that publie free séhools
arie for the henefit of the entire state,
[t i9 not for the benefit of & locality. |

I»rr-priulinnu. { 3
west, sind 1 will vote for it, although |
am clussed by the senator from  Cooke
ns belpg on the “contrary and losing
side” My, President, It has been my |
inisfortune to co=operate with the sen- |
ator from Cooke on seviral baportunt
qitestions, Of themn 1 will mention
the repeal of the mandamus law, and
invariably when I have found m.\'m-llI
acting with him It tarned out thnt T |
was an the “contrary amd losing side,™
Our constitution, recognizing the priu-
ciple of universal suflvage, hus conler-

!
!

prevogative of citlzenship, and it Isour
duty to prepure them for the intelli-
gent exercise of such a responsibility.

Mr, Davis—=I want to ask— |

Mr. Fleming—No, fsir: 1 dealine to
be further interrupted,  Tobject to any
explunadon from  the senator from

(Cooke, for fear that his explanation

{might bring me over to his side again;
We should occupy o position in ad- | and T am satistied that the senator

distriet system and not o state tax. 1|

sy thut it is the duty of the Demo-
cratie party to give us o state school

the state for at lenst six months in the
year, and I will vote then o tax the
districts in the eountryito supplement
the tund dervived from the state by o
tax suflielent to earry on  the schools
tor four wonths longer. I belleve il |
to be onr duty to redecny the pledgees

of the Democratie party made to the

peaple of Texas, and 1, for one, intend
o redeen them as far as my  indi- |
vidual efMort will go. 1 wishuolonger |

i mini=| to see you drive men out of the Demo-
By suy- | ¢ratie ranks into the Indipendent or

Lepublican parties by continuing to
The people

sitisfied
LFany one had heard |

longoer b

I'ravis he would have thought him an
tdvorate of free sehools, but when he

he scholastic age e voted “No!''

He muade an
wenment of two hiours' length against
praposition  even, but  finally |
I do not understand how

the fuet that not wore than three gen- | gentlemen ean be siteh frisnds of the
eral elections ago the majority of that | pubilic sree  schools  of Texns andd

party in Texns wis 102,000,

abtention to the fact
goneral

that at the lasi

clection Democratic sueoess

| wis dssured by a majority just n little |

I oxcess of 40,000,

Me. Buchanun—What kind of a

A svatein | platform didd the Democratio party run | knew of none, '’

on this thae?  Was it not freeschools, |
log cabin schools,

Mr. Flemlog—Yes, =ir; the plat-

ulgo de- | gt
sire in this connection (o direet thei | them,

the =ame  t(ime vole  dEninst
The senntor from Cooko
has  asked the senator from

Pravis if there [s any state that mens-
ures the number of ehildren they send
to schoel by the amount of the fund,
and he was bound to answer, “he
Nenrly every state
that has establishied and muointained
an efficiont systeme of public  free
sehools has fixed (he seholastic  age

arl the sooner wo acknowledge jt the | form deolared thit we should provide | with the minfmum ot five and the

better.  Bonntors on Chis loor mnade an
carnest effort yesterday o extond it,
AL i extended, a1 feel contident it

not be sullicient, nnd 1 hoave therefore
ofterod the amiendment to s it ot not
less than teen and not exeeeding |
thirty eents ot the one hundred dol- |
lives valuntion,

an oMvient system of publie free |
schools, and we have had the same

sertion and question our gomd  faith,
Legisintures under the control of the |
Dvinoeratie party huve miet time and

miin nnd have fuiled to redeem these | tablishiment of 8 reasomable minimuomn | Lish astate system of sehools,

pledges,  1s the sume policy to be con- |

maxinitm sl twenty-one yenrs.
But ruther than should we fail to

offerad by
the senmtor from Morris, not beetuse 1
am infavor of ity I am in favor of no
amendment unless it looks to the es-

tax, I wonld bein favor of a mini-

Why ean we not trost future legisla- | Houed 0 Have you no respeet of these | mum of twenty-five eents and @ nx-

tures of this state? Why should we
lay down nn inflexible role that will
prvent the people from levying o tax
sulllelent to continue the schools for
ten months in the year? My experi-
enoe and observation teache me that it
i unwise to lny down unbending con-
stitationnl rules, We ocan afford 1w
sy it shull not exeeed thirty cents, |
beenuse o dolng @0 a0 rensonable and !

soleiin promises They will hold the
Democrtie party responsible for our
aetion here, | diveel your attention te |
these plodges and to the result of the
lnst elections, 1 nssert that in less
thun three years you hoave redoced the
Demooratic mujority in this state from |
TO2 00 Lo A0 000, |
Mr. Goonh—The Democratio party
has not decreased any in the Inst six

mum of Hity conts, I have not oftered

such an amendment here, beceanse
| wis  satistied that there
was  no  prospect and  no o pos.
sibility of s passing the
Senate, Tam further satistied that

unless some mensure is agreed upon,
a8 A matter of compromise, that all
legislation upon the subject will be de-
feated, The senator from Cooke taunts

sufffolent tax ean be levied ;) but if you | Years; iis omigdtion that bas in- | the majority with being utiyielding.

reattiot thy amendment to a stated tax |
of fifteen conts, you take nway from |
the legislatire the power to inerease

L\ T\'ithl‘l' .
Mr, Fleming 1 state that the Deme-
oeratie party hins deerensed, and ftwill

I know of no senator upon  this floor
who has =hown a greator reluctancee
to yvield any of his opinions on any

or decrasse the amount, except by o tentinue todeerease unless we redeem | question than the senator from ook,

vhange in the constitution,

The senstor from Travis, in adyoea- | $ehools, Benators assert upon this Noor | to the senate, unless
ting the distelol systent, savs the state | that they are in favor of pubilie free | this vou will got

systemn vesults in Injustice 1o the peo-
ple of the more populous eonntivs, be-
canse thiey pay o much larger sum
than they receive baek In the educy.
tion of their chijldren, and that the
less populous connties revelve o bonus
Cfrom the s“tate fund, The arguiment
of the senntor o Travis, i1 enrried
ul o ats legitimate conclusion,
amonnts slmply to this,  that you
onght not to hnpose a tax upon the
poople of n pleh and  populous county
1 eduente the chitldren Ina county
less fortunate ; that yon onght not to
pose B X upon & wealthy man to
oducate the childeon of o wman who s
ok wealthy ; that yon ought not (o
PMposo X upon o man with property
to edueate the ehitldren of o man who
has no property,  That very argument
wocedcds and hins always proveeded In
his country from the opposition 1o
froo sehonls.  This s the angument of
dhose who are opposed © freo sohools,
and who declare that it Is robbery

our pledges upon (his question of free |

scohools bt when the proposition s
mnde to perfeet that system, they ale
the Best to vote seainst i 1 tell vou
peopte will judge of vour opininn by
Youp voles, and not by vour sssertions.

| The senutor frovn Uiavis votod vester-

duy spabist s inerepse 8 the sedindis-
Lhe s, amd e stated  that he voted
auninst i bicause e fund s not saifi-
clent to onvey o the sebiools with Ll
present seholastie wge,  He had eited
T o e dation the xeyple of othey
(states, bur ©Iotoll hime thet there is
searealy o atate dn the unton whiere the
scholastic age doos not extend Mron six
o cighteen or iwenty yours.  Tn view
of the nssertion of the senntor  (from
Travis, that he was willing to follow
the example of other states of this
union, 1 destre to read the following
table furnished me by iy feiend, the

He desires to ostablish o rule and say
You will adopt
nothing.,  From my
standpoint, L oppose Axinea mininunm
and o maximum of fifteen conta, 1
oppose preseribinge nny (ntlexible con-
stitutionnl l'lill‘, hocnuse I think It bl
polley. 1t wonlil be far Letter to flx
reasonable mintinum, with the ounlifi-
cation that if the nvailable sehiool fund
nllowed, the leclsinduare could redage
the tax  below that  atmount: sud it
would be best to tix mnxhmum

Uity cents. My minendment wus in
the spirit of compromiise. I bolleved
honestiy and earnestly that it would
bein the interests of thie people, and 1
am willing to decinre that you m wolix
your inflexible rife. nnd 1 will vote for
i, beeause | hope for nothing better,
L om soming over ander protest) 1o
the slde of the senator from Cooke: and
Lamt willing to copcede my opinions
upan  this gquestion to some extent

senntor from Moreis (Mr, Peacock ), | rather than defeat legislation: and |

showing the samount of money  ox-
pended for five sehools by exch of the
stntes nomed

that ene man should bo taxed o edi- | 03" S R e,
cate tie chilldron of another, This is e g SQTTR) ]
llml-mut und the whole of it, l Indlann... ‘lm 9%
4 . g
ovted - lpon | weithy - apd | iGN S
o : |
populous eountles of this | New Vork, . T.m..-rl
stato to assint in edu- | }::u'; oy ..‘ll::r:mun t mt;in: _
cating the ehildren in conntios where | Pennayivanis =y o |
tha population Is small and poor in | Texas . . ST 10N |

lo values, _
My friend, the seuator from Collin,
says that five months school is enough
far the laboring classes, snd be arpo-
tos 1o himsel! the right to represent
ﬁnn. He i not a representative of
' for I have been Informed
by him, and by others that know him,

{ Iewill be seen that lows, with g
”anlnliou a little in exoess of that of
t

ssioe | manifest in seekin
faeti | the difforences of this body,

certainly am ss much entitled to them
a8 Lhe senator from Cooke, 1 do not

propose to say (o the senate, you must |

como over to my opinion, or you will
get nothing,  The senntor from Uookie

LI01 | nuust know that the spirit indlested in
422076 | his rearks Is not the proper one {o

wn wdiustment of
He pro-
poses to lay down an inflexible rule nt
filteen vents, In order to take the ques-
ton out of polities! T do not bolieve
the subjoet under disoussion ean be
taken ant of polities. T4 is o part of

citse o renclion | tax that witl carey on thoe schools in |

from Cooke will'not vote fop this prop-
osition, because he will pérsist in ro-
malniog on the “contrary and losing
side.” 1 have followed his lead: | hoave |
advoented his propositions until 1 am
ilaced in that eategory by the senator
timsell. 1 propose to cut loose fron |
the lemd of the senator from Cooke and
follow somehody who is not always on |
the “eontrury snd losing side’ of all
questions. 1 bave looked into the
question some mf':-u-ll'. and, notwith-
stunding I know he is a vory great man |
aud o talented man, and that e hns
oveuplied that position in the country,
I must cut loose (rom him from feur |
that I will remain on the contrary
niil losing side.  He has arrogated to
himself the right to speak for the peo-
ple on all guestions.  There are others
in this senate who hiave arrogated to
themselves (o speak for the agrieul- |

| tural people of this eountry, and uth-|

ors, to speak for the eities, towns and

sehool precinets, I owant it distinetly |
understood that I represent no eluss |
upon this floor, but that I represent |
the state of Texas and I desire to sce |
the interests of every elass proteeted, |

Bul to resume.

The reéport of the superintendent of |
publie free schools of New Hampslire
shows that the effect of the distriet
schonl system i o coneentrate the |
wendth and population of o state in !
cities and towns, and that will be the |
resull in our state unless the system js
properly gunrded. We are now de-
populating the country and compell-
ing the agricultural population to flow
into cities and towns by the law per-

Jmitting them to levy o specinl tax o

| fto

muintain the schools in their corpor-
linnits,

Lionk at Galveston, Brenham, Aus-
tin, Houston and San Auntonio. They
are filling up eapidly, and it is the re-
stlt of thelr system of public sehools,

The superintendent of publie educy-
tion in New Flampshire says the dis- |
trict system is o fublure there, that it |
hasstripped the country precinets of |

{ their population, and mude the sys-

| | tewm, &0
provision in our platforms 5o olten | smend the constitution, 1 am willing |
will be, the tax of fteen cents will | that the people begin to doubt our as= | to vote tor the wmendmoent

far us the country is con-
cerned, n total failure. And we enn-
not trust ton mueh to do it down here.
Hesldes, the history of legislution in
this state on this subject shows that it |
has always been our policy to estab-
While |
I am opposed to the distriet school |
system in this state, T am willing to |
let them have four monihs in the
year, but I am not willing to yield all
the way; and I do not believe thut the
fifteen cents proposed will be adequate
to ourrying on the public ad-hnnlls in
the state, when the scholastie sge is
extended from eight to sixteen years |
of nge, #1X mouths in the year, I'have
the minimum of the scholastie ages of
all the states and territories in the
union, and T do not find one but
FPexas which says that no ohild under
the age of eight years shall enter the
piblie sehools, On the contrary, the |

j average is from fiveand a half to nine-

teen and o half years,

I say that o system which restriets | P’CTURE MHES, ;‘LBUMS A”D BILLIARD AND

the scholnstic ave from eizght to four-
teen yeprs s a traud upon the publie,
[tis a deception that they do not see
into. L warn you now, that the friends

of freo schools in this state will vet
drive you to extend the ages, You
may defeat it now, but when the de-

ception of this pN=tem s l'llil_\ COMpre-
hended by the people, the logbslature
will b driven to make the change,
The publiefree séhool sentiment is on
the onward march;

| ) Hna oyou  cannod
bid it down. It has heen gaining
grounsd since the inaveanration of the

republlican adininistration  in 1870,
Yesterdny 16 had 5 majority of the
Villes Co the senators upon the Hoor:
aud you will be compelliud 1o vield,
und extend the schalnstio WL to six-
teen al least.  And when thint is done, |
the tas of fHeen conts will not s
port the public schools six months in
the vear,
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